This document is an advanced draft of the formal agreement for a consortium among partners interested in MPEG-4 Structured Audio development in an open-source context. Already agreed with the M.I.T. in the following terms.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name of the consortium: SAOG - Structured Audio Open Group

Main goals of the consortium:

The main goal of the SAOG consortium is to support the public need for well-maintained, robust, efficient, open-source implementations of the MPEG-4 SA tools and applications that make use of them. This is accomplished as explained in the following points:

1. The SAOG consortium intends to provide support, encouragement, and advice to industry, groups and individuals developing efficient SA implementations as open-source projects. The "SAOG Forum" will be maintained under the supervision of the M.I.T. Media Lab at the SAEG official Home Page and will be freely open to everybody. The Integrated Systems Laboratory of the EPFL will maintain the SAOG mirror site for Europe. 

2. The SAOG Forum is also intended to make and maintain connections to other parts of the audio synthesis and multimedia community, such as the Csound, VST, and mod-file communities.

3. The SAOG consortium maintains a free page of advertising links for other SA-related sites. Since the SAOG consortium is conceived for support and development, and not at all for concentration, simple and/or multimedia-based links requiring a reasonable amount of storage space will be supported at no cost, under verification of the claimed features of the proposed material.

4. The SAOG consortium from the beginning directly works on SA implementations by developing, providing, and maintaining a GPL-based virtual machine (p-code interpreter) implementation of SA tools, with run-time systems for a wide variety of common platforms. This implementation will start from the source code of the SAINT decoder released in the public domain by the Integrated Systems Laboratory of the EPFL. See 7. for other projects.

5. Participation to completion and further development of the free SAINT decoder will be open to any individual or group under GPL and under SAOG supervision. The SAOG consortium will assume direct responsibility on the software derived from SAINT, or part of it, only if distributed on the official web sites or on online/offline devices containing a complete copy of the SAOG web sites' material corresponding to an official release of the decoder.

6. SAOG supervision means that the individual(s)/group(s) that are responsible for a certain project lead the discussion (possibly) to agreement on goal widening, development and new releases of the same project. New releases are announced in advance, when possible, so that the several partners can collaborate at best to synchronize their efforts. A new release can occurr immediately after the previous one if important changes are made to the software. Etc…

7. The SAOG consortium also supports activities conceived to investigate and develop applications of SA tools in packages under suitable open-source licensing, such as Web embedding, streaming decoders, Java wrappers, and encoding and authoring tools.

8. Other MPEG-4 SA tools that can be reasonably considered different from the SAINT decoder, either originally based on it or not, could also be maintained and distributed in the future under different project scopes than SAINT on the SAOG sites. These tools shall also be distributed under suitable open-source licensing and under the present formal agreement for the SAOG consortium. The tools will be distributed only if they provide robust and wide functionality in the acceptance of the complete MPEG-4 SA standard (for one of the four SA Object types) as distributed by ISO/IEC. SAINT, with its goals and partners collaborating on it, is only the first element of a possibly longer list of projects with the same degree of support.

9. The SAOG consortium makes and maintains connections to industry in areas where the SA tools apply, such as software synthesis, game development, studio applications, and electronic musical instrument industries. Anyway, the SAOG consortium will not provide direct support to industrial activities not accepting a GPL-based distribution of the SA-related software parts of the product.

